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more generally known. He is not gaining confidence and
strength in the public estimation, but, though ignorant of
the structure of the government and of governmental
duties, he is not destitute of cunning and is intrenching
himself in position by the bestowment of governmental
favors. The Cabinet is his, and will be devoted to his use
and purpose, whatever that purpose may be, or they will
be compelled to give way to others.

Stewart proposes, in order to retain the office of Secre-
tary of the Treasury, to put his immense business in the
hands of trustees, and to dedicate all the profits to poor
soldiers and their families. This extraordinary bid for the
place leaves no doubt of his great anxiety to obtain and
hold it. It can hardly be supposed he will be able to pur-
chase this high office under the affectation of benevolence.
Mr. S. has never heretofore been renowned for his char-
ities. I have suggested that instead of putting his business
in commission it might be better to put the Treasury in
commission, and let the trustees manage the finances
instead of Stewart's affairs.

Faxon informs me he was summoned to the White House
by the President, where he found Washburne, the other
Assistant Secretaries, army officers, and a miscellaneous
crowd. Grant was sitting in one corner of the fireplace,
smoking his cigar. Washburne was at the table, writing
orders apparently, and every few moments rising and run-
ning from one room to another. There was trouble and
anxiety about some pardons which had been granted by
President Johnson, which Grant desired to revoke. He
ordered the Assistant Secretaries to send out no commis-
sions, and to do only necessary routine work; said his
regular Cabinet days would be Tuesdays and Fridays,
and directed the Assistants to attend until the Secretaries
entered upon their duties. Faxon informed him that no
commission would go out which had not the President's
signature. This seems not to have been known by him
or his Secretary of State, Washburne.